
 

 
Grace & Molly meet ôNanaõ at 

the Pantoéwho looked 

suspiciously like Happy Joe!?!  

 

 
We had a special visit from 

Santa  who visited all the classes 

and thankfully confirmed that all 

the girls in Notre Dame are on 

his ônice list õ! 

He was ably assisted by a 

familiar little elf!!  
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As the curtain closes on 2014, may I take this opportunity to 

thank everyone who makes Notre Dame Junior School such 

a happy and successful place.  

To the girls for their super behaviour and consistent effort, my 

right hand lady M iss Walsh, the staff for their dedication and 

to the parents and guardians for their invaluable support and 

co -operation.  

Thanks again to our sponsors for this yearõs calendar, 

Rainbows Daycare, Little Miss Party Nails, The Suite Bridal 

Wear & Lexus Blackr ock . We appreciate it.  

In this newsletter you will get a flavour of some of the 

activities and projects undertaken from the smallest children 

right up to Prep 6. It includes articles and photographs of a 

typical day in the life of Notre Dame.  

On behalf of  us all at Notre Dame I would like to wish each 

and every one of you a happy and healthy Christmas.  

Beannachtaí na Nollag,  

Gilda 

A message from Ms.Sisk 
 

 

                                                           

 

 

 

 

 

 
Well Done to our Prep 5 & Prep 6 students who raised over û900 

for St.Michaelõs House and Laura Lynn while carol singing in 

Dundrum Town Centre.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Sara polishing to perfection!  

 
Fun on our nature walk . 

 
Chloé enjoying her book  at 

Dundrum Library . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Montessori 

 

 

 

 

If asked to describe the Notre Dame Montessori Class this year, 

I would have to say, they are certainly the smallest girls in the 

school, but without a doubt boast the biggest personalities in 

the building!   

 

The òcarpe diemó approach is what itõs all about, combined 

with òjoie de vivreó and inquiring minds. Thus itõs been an 

action -packed and fun -filled term, with lots of progress evident 

in different aspects of development for every child in the class.  

New friendships have emerged, along with mor e 

independence and self awareness, as well an understanding 

of the importance of respecting others and learning how to 

work together amicably.  

 

In general, the girls settled into school very quickly and 

embraced both the Montessori curriculum and additiona l 

activities with enthusiasm and vigour. The primary objective 

this term was to ensure that each child felt happy, welcome 

and secure in the new school environment.  

 

To this end, we focused on a number of appealing and 

personal themes, which included; All  About Me, Going to 

School, My Car, My Pets and My Family in early September.  

Following on, we enjoyed a lovely afternoon for our sponsored 

walk in Marlay Park and subsequently celebrated an equally 

lovely Grandparentõs Day towards the end of September. 

 

October kicked off with an enjoyable outing to Dundrum 

Library to mark National Book Week. In addition, we were very 

fortunate to have the wonderful storyteller, Mr. William 

Mansfield come and read òRoom On The Broomó and 

òPumpkin Soupó to the girls later that month.  Concurrently, the 

classroom was a hive of activity with autumnal and Halloween 

art activities, along with additional activities relating to Claude 

Monet, our chosen artist for the school monthly theme in 

October.  Next up was Halloween Dress -Up Day, combined 

with a most entertaining visit from the author, Benji Bennet, 

which was a fitting finale for the half -term milestone.  
 

 

 

 



 

Madison & her colour magic 

masterpiece  

 
Francescaéyum yum! 

 
Kimõs super leaf painting 

  
The return to school following the mid -term break was less 

frenetic, now that familiarity was part of the package!   

 

Winter and Owl Babies were first on the agenda and The Magi c 

of Science ensued.  Magnets, mixing c olours and Sinking & 

Floating exercises were huge ly popular, although the sinking 

and floating did result in the occasional mini tsunami in the 

classroom!  We then spent some time looking at the continents, 

with a particular focus on Europe and North America, in order 

to set the scene for our scrumptious  Thanksgiving Dinner at the 

end of November.  

 

At the moment we are doing our best to piece together our 

Christmas Nativity Play, which has been somewhat sabotaged 

due to sickness.  However, òThe Show Must Go Onó and with 

that in mind I have renamed the per formance to òThe Que 

Sera, Sera, Montessori Christmas Nativity Playó. How it goes 

remains to be seen, but suffice to say it promises to be a highly 

entertaining event!  

 

All in all a very productive and happy term, in no small way 

thanks to the support of t he parents, who together with the 

school foster a positive first impression of school life, so that 

each child will thrive and embrace all that school has to offer. 

With that in mind, I thought I should include one of my favourite 

poems, òThe Sculptorsó, which I hope you will enjoy as much 

as I do.  

 

Wishing you all a wonderful Christmas and I look forward to 

seeing your gorgeous girls again in January.   

 

Mrs. Tina Riordan  

 
Montessori  



 

  

 

The Sculptors 

 

I dreamed I saw a studio 

And watched two sculptors there. 

The clay they used was a childõs mind 

And they fashioned it with care. 

 

One was a teacher and the tools she used 

Were books, music and art. 

The other; a parent with a guiding hand 

And a gentle, loving heart. 

 

Day after day the teacher toiled with a touch 

That was careful, deft and sure. 

While the parent laboured by her side 

And polished and smoothed it oõer. 

 

And when at last, their task was done. 

They were proud of what they had wrought. 

For the things they had moulded into the child 

Could neither be sold or bought. 

 

And each agreed they would have failed 

If either had worked alone. 

For behind the parent stood the school 

And behind the teacher, the home. 

 
Author Unknown 



 

  

         

                                      
                               Sarah, Layla & Ella                                            Madison & Chloé  

 

       

 

 

 

  

 

       

                      
                  Julia , Francesca &  Almude na                                                      Ella & Kim 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                        

 

 

 

 

 
                                                                

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

  

K1 
This has been a busy first term for the girls 

in K1! We have made new friends and 

learnt many things.  

 

In early October, on a lo vely day, we 

walked to Dundrum L ibrary where the 

librarian read us some wonderful stories. 

Dressing up for Halloween was fun ð smock 

clad little girls were replaced by witches, 

princesses, pirates, vampires, various cats 

and even a bee!  

 

Planting bulbs in our own painted pots 

meant we had a n excuse to get our hands 

dirty! This has taught us a lesson in 

patience (we are still waiting for them to 

grow!)  

Our Christmas play (performed with K2) 

was called ôAngel Expressõ. All the girls in 

K1 were dressed as angels (and rightly so!). 

Fun times!  

Roll on next term!  

 

 

 
Halloween Fun!  

 
Planting bulbs in our handpainted pots.  

 

Almudenaõs mum came into school to show us 

a sc ience experiment called Colour M agic.  

We learnt that water doesnõt have a colour. 

Water is clear or transparent. Then we 

experimented wit h red, yellow and blue. Red, 

yellow and blue are the strongest colours and 

they are called primary colours. We discovered 

that:  

Red & blue makes purple. ..b lue & yellow makes 

green.. .yellow &  red makes orange.  

We had lots and lots of fun! Thank you Veronica  

for showing us how to do colour magic . 

 

Montessori & K1 Young Scientists 
 



  

K2 
K2 has been a hive of activity this term and the girls 

have enjoyed all the challenges that the new 

school year has brought.  After adjusting to the 

longer day and the early bedtimes (for some) the 

energy leve ls got back to normal and the hard 

work and creativity took off.  

 

September brought us to St Endaõs for the Autumn 

Treasure Hunt and the nearly as exciting trip on a 

double decker bus. We heard all about the famous 

Molly Malone and some of us went to visit  her statue 

at the weekend with our families . We loved the day 

our Grandparents came to visit, finding out about 

what school life was like before computers was 

most interesting.  

 

Pablo Picasso took over in October and we found 

out all  about abstract art an d cubism.   Some very 

creative portraits were produced by the K2 artist s. 

Halloween Dress up was as much fun as always and 

we think Chantelle won the prize for the craziest 

costume.  

 

We have to say November science was wonderful. 

A trip to Imaginosity on th e Luas helped us learn all 

about the super hero skills through Forces, Gravity 

and Elasticity. We had so much fun with Debby 

thanks to Aisling who kindly invited her mum into 

school to show us all how different we are and also 

how stretchy some of the girl s can be. We were 

lucky enough to visit P1 for Professor Gallagher õs 

visit and to borrow Emma, Izzey in P3 õs Mum to 

explain the Dige stive System in graphic detail!  

 

The Christmas Play took place on the  12th. The 

Angel Express was wonderful and the girls wo rked 

very hard t o put the masterpiece together.  

 

Grace and her  family welcomed baby Isabelle  

after much excitement. I am sure that she  is so 

lucky to have a wonderful  sister like Grace to mind 

her.  

 

The wait for Santa will not be much longer and I 

have fu ll confidence that all the girls will be on the 

ôNice listõ 

 

 

 
We learned  that some of us can roll 

our tongues and touch our noses 

with our tongues too!  

 
Kate, Zara & Emilyéour young 

gardening enthusiasts!  

 
Alannah learning about the 

digestive system with Dr Buckley.  

 
Our Autumn treasure hunt in St 

Endaõs Park. 



 

  

 

 

    

 

      
  Evie, Emily & Evelyn           Kali, Molly & Holly  

 

      
     Keel y & Alannah              Daisy & Aisling  

 

                   
                     Evelyn                                   Rosie Bea                                      Aoife  

K1 & K2 Christmas Play 2014  
�bAngel Express �c 


