
 

 
Congratulations to the P2 girls on 

making their First Communion.  

 

 

End of year concert . 

 

 
Montessori have fun in Airfield.  
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  Notre Dame  

 Junior School 

 

 

 

Another wonderful year has been completed in Notre Dame 

Junior School and hopefully the warm weather is on the way.  

The 2014-2015 academic year has been busier than ever! We 

were delighted to  once again receive The Discovery Primary 

Science Award for excellence in Science and Maths, our 

Certificate of Tec hnology and our 4th Green Flag. Of course, 

we have had many more succ esses. We had many winners in 

the AIJS Art, Poet ry and Short Story Competitions  and enjoyed 

successes in both hockey and a thletics.  

Many charities benefited from the su per entrepreneurial skills of 

the Prep 5 girls through their Children Helping  Children Project. 

We had great success with the arrival of Banana, Cupcake, 

Elmo, Fluffy & Bubbles the K2 ducklings . 

May I take this opportunity to wish our Prep 6 girls well as they 

embark on the ir next chapter. They are a very special bunch of 

girls and have cont ributed so much to Notre Dam e Junior 

School over the years.  

The Summer Term is always t he most memorable for the girls; 

c lass trips, graduations and shows  create a real buzz in the air! 

So please take a look through this newsletter to experience 

some  of this ôbuzzõ for yourselves! Letõs hope the sun starts 

shining over  the next few weeks!  

 

Le Gach Dea Ghu²é 

Gilda 

A message from Ms.Sisk 
 

                                                               

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Feeding the ducks  

 

 
Loving the lambs!  

 

 
Our young gardening recruits!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

K1 

 

 
 

 

 

Our trip to Leonardõs Farm. 
  

On the 7th May, a beautiful day, we paid a visit to Leonardõs farm. 

We travelled by bus and Farmer Luky greeted us at the gate.  

 

It was a busy day! We fed the ducks and the hens, saw the snow 

white geese, gave the hungry lambs their bottles and held the 

rabbits. We groomed the horse, had lunch in the hay shed, drove 

the trac tor (it didnõt move!), went through the obstacle course and 

knocked at the fairy door (no answer!).  

 

The K1 class retur ned to school tired but happy. Many thanks to 

Farmer Luky for a wonderful day!  

 

 

K1 Gardeners  

 
April saw the K1 g irls planting sunflower seeds. Great care, 

attention, firm (very firm) planting and lots of watering left us in no 

doubt that the K1 girls are a green  fingered lot. May is here and 

the plants are thriving.  
 

 

 

 

 

What I would like to be when I grow up é.. 
 

The girls in K1 have decided on their future careers!  

 

The professions the girls would like to follow include:  

 

animal shelter worker, teacher, vet, dentist, nurse, 

shopkeeper, ballerina, firefighter, painter, hairdresser, 

horse rider and é.. mum! 

 
Sorted!  
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Well Done to Jamie, Moya, Meghan & Anna, 

who took part in the AIJS Athletics 

Competition.  

 

 
Annaõs baby bunnies came for a visitéthey 

were a big hit!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                        

 

 

 

 

 
                                                               

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prep 4 have had a great term. We loved our 

trip to Croke Park, We got to go up to the 

highest seats, see the Presidentõs seat, learn 

about the stadiumõs history and Lottie even 

got a piggyback from Miss Kelly! Weõd highly 

recommend a tour of Croke Park.  

 

We learned how to sew with Miss Kelly. 

Threading a needle proved  quite tricky but 

we all got it in the end. We made cushions, 

phone covers and some of us made bags.  

 

Meghan, Moya, Anna L. and Jamie 

represented us in an athle tics competition in 

Greystones. Although we didnõt win any 

medals, it was brilliant to take part  and a 

great experience.  

 

We all had a fantastic time on our school trip 

to Funtasia. The slides were brilliant and we 

were wrecked by the time we got home.  

 

Weõve had a great year and are now 

looking forward to enjoying our summer 

holidays!  

 

 

 

December 2012  

 

 
Fun in Croke Park.  



 

 

 
 

  

Montessori 
 

 

 

 

ôEverybody is a genius, but if you judge a fish by its ability to climb a tree, it will live its whole life 

believing that it is stupid.õ ð Albert Einstein  

 

From the time we arrived back to school last January, the classroom has remained a hive of 

activity, energy and enthusiasm.  So much so, that the following are really just s ome of the 

highlights, as it would be nigh on impossible to outline everything the girls have done since 

Christmas.  

 

We began the New Year with a few lessons and activities relating to Transport and Road Safety 

Awareness involving lots of role play exercis es and that all important Seatbelt Sheriff Award.  In 

addition, the girls experimented with their òmagic armbandsó Harry Potter style, by checking out 

the high visibility properties of the armbands with a torch in our pitch black classroom cupboard!  

Next, we embraced the concept of Winter Weather and how snow and ice can affect food 

sources for wild animals. This linked nicely with our next topic, which was Birds and following a 

general overview of the species, we took a closer look at penguins.  Learning t he penguin strut, 

Don Spencer style was a great hit - even Miss Sisk had a go, much to the girlsõ delight. 

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XwyaHibJsdl

 

Chinese New Year was next on the agenda and the enchantment of the Asian culture evoked 

lots of curiosity.  As well as trying to eat using chopsticks, the girls sampled fortune cookies and 

learned how to say ôhelloõ (Nƫ-hńo) in Chinese, to mark Year of the Goat/Sheep.  

 

Then it was time to welcome s pring, which elicited lessons on St. Valentine and The Life Cycle of 

the Frog. Seachtain na Gaeilge and The Story of St. Patrick allowed for a small introduction to the 

continent of Europe and the girls performed a wonderful rendition of Teidí Beag Álainn and Rolaí 

Polaí for their class presentation to mark the event. Easter Holidays then ensued, which gave 

everyone a chance to recharge the batteries and launch back into the summer term with 

renewed energy and vigour.  

 

Upon returning to school in April we e mbarked on a whirlwind of activities comprising Nursery 

Rhymes, Australian Animals, Un der the Sea and Farm Animals. In addition, we had a great time 

shopping in school in aid of Children Helping Children and also enjoyed a terrific Sports Day, 

where everyo ne was a winner for trying their best and fully participating in all of the races.   

 

All in all a hugely successful year for every child in the class and itõs not over yet! We are 

currently counting down the sleeps to our end of year class outing to Airfi eld Farm, which 

promises to be a great day.   

 

Finally, I would like to finish by taking this opportunity to wish you all a great break  this summer 

and thank you for your support and kindness throughout the year.  Most importantly, I wish you 

continued success and wisdom in your all - important parenting roles and when in doubt take 

comfort from the fact that: òA child is like a butterfly in the wind. Some can fly higher than others, 

but e ach one flies the best it can. Why compare one against the other? Each one is di fferent.  

Each one is special. Each one is beautiful.ó    

 
Mrs Tina Riordan  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XwyaHibJsdl


  

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 



 

   

Prep 3 Poetry Corner 
 

Pyramid Poems  

 
Pigs 

Small pigs  

Cute, small pigs  

Little, cute, small pigs  

Lovely, little, cute, small pigs  

I love pigs small and big.  

 

Eve Rafferty  

 

 

Dogs 

A dog  

A cute dog  

A big, cute dog  

A fluffy, big, cute dog  

A smelly, fluffy, big, cute dog  

A tired, smelly, fluffy, big, cute dog  

A fat, tired, smelly, fluffy, big, cute dog  

Stop eating fat dog!  

 

Kate Bergin  

 

 

Cinquain Poems  
 

 

Springtime      Lucky  

Daisies blooming     Fun, cute, fluffy  

Leaves come on to the trees   Barks, jumps, runs, sleeps and eats  

Spring is absolutely the best   I love him so much heõs so cute 

Springtime      Lucky  

 
Jane Crowley     Rebecca Neary  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
Fort Lucan Fun!  

 

 
Congratulations Mimi & Yasminéour victorious 

Egg Drop Challengers 2015!  
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Emily definitely won ô Best Drenchedõ!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We canõt believe our year in Prep 2 has 

come to an end, it has been a really busy 

and fun year. We made our First Holy 

Communion on April 26th, it was a fantastic 

day and lots of memories were made! We 

all had a job to do on the day and 

everyone did their job really well. We were 

all very proud of ourselves and everybody 

told us we  did superbly. Afterwards we went 

back to school to celebrate. The P1 mums 

had decorated the hall and laid on lots of 

yummy food. We had our own table set 

upéwe felt very special indeed. We sang 

our ôTop Secretõ song ôRather Beõ for all our 

guests. It was really difficult keeping it a 

secret for so long, but we were glad we 

managed to!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

P2 

 

 
 

After all the hard work we put in 

preparing for our Communion it was time 

to let our hair down in Fort Lucan. We had 

so much fun together on the water slides, 

in the playground, jumping on the 

trampolines and playing crazy golf. Miss 

McNiffe finally worked up the courage to 

go on the waterslideéand got absolutely 

drenched, much to the delight of 

everyone in P2!!  

What a year we have had, from our 

science fair, Grandparentõs Day, school 

trips, Fun Fridays, Egg Drop Challenge, 

writing books and so much more. It has 

been jam packed but we all had great 

fun along the way.  

Have a fun f illed summer everyone! x  

 



 

  

 

 
Our year has come to an end and sadly that 

also meant saying farewell to our fabulous 

friend Yasmin. We are so sad to see her go but 

know that her friends and family in Saudi 

Arabia are lucky to be getting her back! We all 

wanted to show Yasmin how much we love her 

so we decided to throw her a surprise party on 

Friday May 29 th. We brought in treats, put 

together a special book with letters and 

photos from us all and bought her an Irish Build 

A Bear called ôIrelandõ to remember us all by. 

On the day Miss McNiffe sent us in to P1 to do 

some work, pretending that Miss Kelly needed 

our classroom to make scarecrows! Miss 

McNiffe set up the party and then told us we 

could all come back in. Mis s Conboy (who 

was in on the surprise too!) pretended to chat 

to Yasmin while we all got in to place in our 

cloakroom with our party poppers. Letõs just 

say she got a HUGE surprise!!  

 

 

 
Yasmin and her new friend Ireland!  

 

 
Surprise!! 

 

 

WE WILL MISS YOU YASMIN! xxx  

A Fond Farewell! 



  

 

My Year in P2 by Yasmin Alsaihati 

P2 is the best,  

Better than the rest.  

It is really fun,  

If youõre not there youõll have none. 

Miss McNiffe is really smart,  

On Friday she lets us do art.  

Fun Friday is the day,  

That Miss McNiffe lets us play.  

When I need her sheõs here in a drift, 

Sheõs the best Miss McNiffe 

 
 

P2 Poem by Laura Buckley 

P2 was lots of fun  

When it was your birthday Miss McNiffe would give you a bun.  

In all activities we take part,  

Including English, Maths and Art.  

Everyone in the class is so clever,  

Oh I have the best class ever!  

Nobody came in that turned out to be new,  

But with my other friends I knew our friendship grew and grew and grew.  

 



 

 

  P5 
We all had a wonderful Christmas and got straight to work in January. Love was in the air 

come February. We dressed up in pink, red and white for St. Valentineõs Day. We made 

bridges in class and put weights on them to see which group had designed the stro ngest 

bridge. It was really good fun. We also did our European projects and presented what we 

had learnt, about our country, to the class. We made a trip to Croke Park with fourth class 

and Lily and Georgie sat in the President and Presidentõs wifeõs seat. The choir sang at P6õs 

Conf irmation and it was beautiful. We played a hockey match against Rathdown an d we 

won to the score of 10 -3. We had so much fun dressing up for St Patrickõs Day in our green 

clothes and we enjoyed singing ôSome Nightsõ in Irish. We tried very hard to keep our Lenten 

promises but some of us were more successful than others!  

 

In April we looked after the plants in our classroom which grew up nicely, we sent out all our 

letters for ôChildren Helping Childrenõ. The choir also sang at th e Communion on the 26th 

April. The Green Committee set up a ôGreen Song Contestõ where you had to take a modern 

song and change the lyrics to make them about green ways to get to sch ool. It was a tight 

competition which had many entries but in the end Soph ia, Lily, Maya, Rachael, Niamh and 

Georgie, from our class, won with thei r song ôAll About The Walkingõ. They performed it in 

front of Aly from the Green Schools when he visited ou r class. We all looked forward to our 

regular visits from Trevor and  Ivan wh o are our  local  community  guards. They taught us all 

about road safety, bullying, the internet and dangerous things with fireworks.  

 

On the 1st May we sold lots of different products at our ôChildren Helping Childrenõ selling 

day . We raised a total of û2401.37; û500 went to Chernobyl, û550 went to Temple Street 

Childrenõs Hospital, û550 went to the Make A Wish Foundation and û801.37 went to Trocaire 

in aid of the Ebola and Nepal crisis. We walked to the bank t o change our money to 

cheques  for our charities . We had so much fun counting the money and after that we got 

ice cream in Dealz to celebrate all our hard work.  

 

We are so proud of Orna, Sophia, Jessica, Georgie and Cristina for going to the AIJS 

Athletics Competition. Sophia came first in the 50 metre  sprint. The day before Sportõs Day, 

we did our mini marathon. Georgie came 1st, Sophia came 2nd and Jessica came 3rd. On 

Sportõs Day we had so much fun running our races and eating our hotdogs and burgers.  

Rachael, Ella and Mrs Gumisiriza went to the Hel ix on the 19th to collect our 4th green flag 

which was awarded for transport.  At the moment we are preparing for our end of year show 

and we are delighted that we have finished our Summ er tests. We canõt wait to go to 

Funtasia for our end of year trip and  weõre all excited for Summer!!! 

 



 

 
Well Done Sophie, 1 st place in the 50m 

sprint at the AIJS Athletics competition.  

 

 
Fantastic fun raising money at our 

Children Helping Children selling day on 

May 1 st. 
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Learning lots in Croke Park.  

  
Sophia, Jesisca, Georgie & Cristina at the AIJS 

Athletics Competition.  

 

Some bridges were more successful than others!  


